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Weather:Sunny an
warm. Thunder-
storm in the evening

Achiko Tatrishvili

18 years

Batumi

Participant B2

Leader (11 — 13 years old)

Lexo Metreveli

22 years

Rustavi

Assistant leader B1
Leader (15 years old)

Tuesday, 5.8.2003

which was nearly filled

with material, so that we
could sit comfortably in

the others. We were not
long on the road when we
had to stop again, since we
had to buy watermelons.

Trip to Racha

Under a wonderfully blue
sky adventurous scouts
made their way to Racha.
The camp construction
ended after dusk in
pouring rain.

After a rainy and for most
of us short night, the big
adventure began at eight o’
clock in the morning. We
all gathered in different
places in Thilisi, and after
some stops all of us — that
is: 10 children, 16
participants of the training
course, 7 leaders and 5
Swiss reporters — started in
direction of Racha. We had
three minibuses, one of

When every bus was full of
melons, we went on
eastwards on the road to
Batumi. With all our food,

we had nothing to fear on
our trip, which lead across
the country. We all, and

Tape missing and wait for Bobak wr
When the minibus drive hopefully brings anoth
left us at the way to tt copy.

campsite, some terrik

tragedy happened: C Sightseeing

minibus  took Keti’: As Georgia’s landscape
Zemfira — Tape with it truly wonderful, it i
The camp and Keti w understandable that one
have to cope with this lo the minibus drivers want

to show us more than t
way to Racha: Oth
witnesses say he mis¢
the right way.

Pickaxe not strong
enough for Georgiar
leaders

Camp construction need




Tuesday, 5.8.2003

13 years
Thilisi

Achiko Avalishvili

Participant B1
Member of Tiko’s group

Tengo Kiknadze
16 years

Thilisi
Participant B2

especially the  Swiss,
enjoyed the beautiful
landscape and the
interesting traces of

Georgian history and life.
When we reached the
mountains, we went up a
valley where we crossed a
river sO many times we
stopped counting. Then,
we went through a tunnel
that separates eastern from
western Georgia, before
we finally left the road to
Batumi for a less
comfortable one, which led
us northwards. Luckily,
one driver stopped to give
the others a sign, otherwise
we might have missed this
road. The region began to
be more hilly, and we
crossed a mountain from
where one could have seen
the see if it hadn’t been so
cloudy. Then suddenly we

were there! We stopped for

a little while in

Ambrolauri, and after a
few kilometers more, our
long and tiring trip had an
end. But the day had only
just begun: we had to walk
up the hill to reach the
house of Gigi's family.

This was not far to go, but
with the entire luggage and
the steep way, we were
glad to get there and get
some refreshment: plums
and pears, melon and
khachapuri. Sweat was
running all over our faces
and bodies, and several

lot of strong people ra&
good tools. Unfortunate
the tools are sometimes
as strong as their use
Goderzi managed to bre
a pickaxe with his ba
hands.

Rumour of the day

Will Khachapuri cost one
lari???

As  Ochopintre  New
journalist heard, there t
been a misundemtding
during the first stop on tl
trip to Racha. While Ke
was serving Khachapuri

everyone, someone thou
that it will cost one lar
Fortunately we didn’t hay
to pay this time, but wt
knows; maybe food w
soon cost. This way a lot
money cold be collectec
We hope that at least us
the toilet will be for free.




Tuesday, 5.8.2003

12 years
Thilisi

Achiko Kevlishvili

Participant B1

Vano Bochoridze

21 years

Kvareli

Participant B2

Leader of Kvareli's scout
organization

people might have
regretted smoking a bit too
much. When everybody
had cooled down again, we
made the last 300 meters to
the campsite. We even
made this distance twice,
since we had to transport
all the material to the
campsite. Now everything
was there, but before we

could begin the camp
construction, we needed
some rest. The Swiss

reporters began to feel a bit
nervous about the time it
was by then, and especially
about the  worsening
weather. Big gray clouds
began to announce rain and
thunderstorm. But then at
half past seven, the
different teams started to
work: some people pitched
the tents, while others
began digging holes for the

toilets and a third group
constructed a table for the
eating tent. With all this
work going on, there was
no time for dinner. And we

built until the sun was
down and dusk turned into
night. Now that everyone
was sure to have a dry
place to sleep in, we could
finally think of eating. But
as soon as everyone was
served, rain poured down

on us. Unfortunately the
beautifully built eating
table wasn’'t under cover

yet, and so all of us
dispersed to dry places.
The people made

themselves comfortable in
their tents and only few

people were still running

around under the heavy
rain. For some time there
was a lot of speaking and
laughter in the tents, then
the people fell silent one

after the other. We were
finally sleeping, trusting

our tents and the good
ground our camp is built

on to guarantee a save and
dry sleep.




Weather Rainy
morning, grey
afternoon.

25 years
Thilisi
Cook

Aleko Naneishvili

Leader (11 — 14 years old)

Lika Kharebashvili
17 years

Kvareli

Participant B2

Will soon be leader

Wednesday, 6.8.2003
Camp construction

Defying the rain, scouts
had been finishing their
camp construction. In the
evening Ochopintre
appeared for the first
time!

Despite the continuous rain
showers passing over the
campsite, 38 scouts
scrawled out of their tents:
the first morning in the

camp! Still, there was a lot
to be done and so the
scouts started working
with much energy, because
rumours spread that
Ochopintre was watching
from far — out in the wood

— what was happening on
the campsite.

Unfortunately the weather
was quite unfriendly all
morning, it continued to
rain and even if in the
afternoon it stopped, cool
air and big clouds made the
situation  uncomfortable.

But despite these harsh
weather conditions, the
scouts did not loose neither
hope nor energy. They
continued to construct
toilets — with a wonderful

view over Rioni river and

Injuries — mysterious
coincidence

Goderzi hurt his thun
working at the can
construction and he w
seen with a white bande
for the rest of the da
Mysteriously, Ochopinti
had a very similat
bandage...

Too much energy

This first morning in th
camp the scouts we
allowed to sleep un
noon. Nevertheless this ¢
was not enoug
appreciated and the ene
of the children forced the
to run around the tents
nine o’ clock.

Shadow disappeared

Today a long story
waiting for more ligh
ended happily: Levani
camera objective had
darkening lens on whi
couldn’t be taken away |
anybody except Bensc
we thank him fc
brightening the photos.




Wednesday, 6.8.2003

Ana Khurtsidze

22 years
Thilisi

Participant B2

Zako Salgakhutishvili
12 years

Thilisi

Participant B1

Member of Tiko’s group

up to high mountains —, a
kitchen with a luxurious
gas stove, a big blue tent
that resembles a table in
heaven, a boiler and (of
course) three flag stocks.
The prize for this effort
was rewarding:  After
dinner, the real Ochopintre
presented himself on the

campsite to welcome the
scouts and congratulate
them for their work. He
was accompanied by his

friend, Tqiskatsi.
Accompanied by the
respective  hymns, the

camps flags were finally
raised and the camp was
declared open. This was

indeed an event that had to
be celebrated. And that's
what the scouts did until
late in the night.

Imprint

Editorial office: Benschi,
Golondrika, Katanga,
Polo, Quick
Computer:Katanga
Camera:Polo

Electricity & office: Lali
Kevlishvili

Catering: Fam. Kevlishvili
Layout Benschi,
Golondrika
Reader:Katanga

Print: Katanga
Reporters:Benschi,
Golondrika, Katanga,
Lika, Polo, Quick
Contact:ccp@scout.ch

Rumour of the day
Urgent Swiss needs
Today the construction
the luxurious camp toile
has been finished and tt
are now ready for ti
comfort of people ar
nature!

First user was Goli, seco
Polo and third Quick; th

might lead us to tf
conclusion that the Swi
helped building the téats
because they urgently
to use them.




Weather Wonder-
fully hot day, clear
sky in the night.

Barbara Gimelli / Katanga

28 years

Geneva CH

Reporter

Head of CCP Switzerland

Maria Pasurishvili
12 years

Thilisi

Participant B1

Thursday, 7.8.2003
Becoming a scout!

On the first real camp
day the participants
learned a lot about
scouting! In the evening
they already became a
member of the scout
movement.

This morning the
programme started for both
groups. They were
introduced to the bases of
scouting and to scouting
history and could talk
about what it means to be a
scout. Before lunch, the
leader course had a special
task: they were divided
into two groups who had to
build a tower out of only
natural material from the

woods. Each group also
had to try to build it higher
than the other group.
During this activity, one of

the group had the task to
observe the others: how
they organise themselves,
what role in the group each
one showed. After the
lunch break, the course
participants were taught

useful knots and scout
techniqgue and the second
branch played a game
where they had to fetch a
“scout foulard” from the

other group without being
caught by them.

In the evening, something
special was going on at the
campsite. Everybody had
to be ready for a walk
carrying a water bottle and
a piece of wood. The piece
of wood had to be laid

down to a circle so Furmia
(Gigi) could mark it with a

red sign. We all were

wondering about what was
going to happen. Maybe,
we would meet Ochopintre
again?

Beauty farm in a cup

Special fame scientis
found out that you dor
have totake a mirror wit
you when you've a ne
cup from the bazaar. Fi
you drink your coffee ar
when you finished it yc
will be able to look at yc
in the bottom of the cup.

Local police delegation
Today the local police
delegation Goga, Gogi and
Gela visited the camp to
see these strange people
camping in Racha. Goga,
Gogi and Gela were
especially interested in the
foreign Swiss scouts whc
presence is an attracti

for the whole village.

Football

The team Achiko, Achiko,
Lexo and Polo won today
final. The goal getter was
Polo who shot five goals
one game!! Hipp hipp
hurray!!!




Thursday, 7.8.2003

Benjamin Hitz / Benschi

23 years

Lausanne CH

Reporter

Training course leader

Zaza Tsulaia

14 years

Thilisi

Participant B2

Will be leader soon

We started our walk
through the dark woods
until we came to a place
where Ochopintre, who
was hidden behind the
trees, wanted us to sing a
song if we wanted to
continue our way. So we
stood in a circle and sang
“oh wali chichi...”.
Ochopintre was satisfied
with this and we were
allowed to continue our
walk.

After a while, we heard
something throwing stones
towards us. It was one of
the bad spirits of the forest
who wanted to harm us but

Ochopintre promised to
give protection if we
would promise that we
would take care of nature.
We made this promise and
Ochopintre forced the bad
spirit away.

We walked further on until
we came to a place
lightened by candlelight
and a fire. There
Ochopintre awaited us for
a special ceremony. The
children who participated
in scouting activities for a
year were now ready to
become scouts. As a key to
the place, they had to give
Ochopintre  their red-
signed piece of wood,
which was laid on the fire.
As a sign of sharing they
had to pour the water into a
big kettle on the fire so that
in the end everybody could
drink a warm tea.

When all sat around the
fire Ochopintre asked the
children if they felt ready
to make the promise and
life as scouts, caring for
people and nature. All of
them said that they were
ready and they would
promise to live as scouts.
Ochopintre gave them a
magic drink, which would
turn them into scouts.
Welcome!!!

Rumour of the day

Shortname chaos

To learn the differe
names of the differe
people is a quite comm
problem in a camp. It
even more difficult to leal
names that r@ vern
similar: We've got thre
Ketis, three Achikos ar

Gigi, Gaga, Giga, Goga....
Now if you need to ce
someone, just yell: Achil
— Keti — Gigi — Gaga—
Giga —Goga and you wi
call at least two people
the right name.




Weather:sunny, bu
very humid. Rain in
the evening.

Dato Minadze
23 years
Thilisi

Leader B1

Mariam Karkashadze
14 years

Thilisi

Participant B1

Member of Tiko’s group

Friday, 8.8.2003
Rope bridge

Ochopintre visited B1. B2
learned everything about
communication and
social competence. And
as a highlight of the day,
everybody had the
chance to walk over a
rope bridge.

Ochopintre sent a message
through Pavo to Bl to ask
them if they couldn’t clean
the campsite of rocks. So
B1 worked for the whole
morning  putting  rocks
from one side of the camp
to the other.

During that B2 had
training about the five
relations in  scouting.
Those are: personality,

body, god, environment
and fellowman. They
thought  about  those

relations and wrote or
painted their interpretation
of it on paper for the
following discussion.

After a break, B1 had scout
technigue  where they
learned different knots. At

the end, always two were
tied together with two

ropes at the wrists. Each
pair had to free itself

without loosening the

knots. After a long time of

messing around and
several attempts to cheat,
they got a few hints how to

solve the problem.

B2 started with a story in

this second bloc.

Everybody had to stay
outside the eating tent,
except for one person
whom Keti told a story

with 80 words. Then one

person after the other had
to enter and the one who
had entered before narrated
the story again. Lela, as the
last one, got a sentence of
only 6 words. This was the

Welcome to the camp
Today arrived a new scc
at our wonderful campsit
Lela made all the way fro
Batumi to take part
Ochopintre’s scout camp
group B2. A warr
welcome for Lela!

Tsivi Chai

Thanks to the delegati
Katanga and Gigi wt
went shopping i
Ambrolauri we can drir
not only water but als
sweet and refreshing Ts
Chai (ice tea)!




Friday, 8.8.2003

Gaga Tuchashvili

22 years
Rustavi

Participant B2

New scou

start for a longer talk about
communication and social
competence.

Then we enjoyed “Ghomi”
and “Baje” — a typically

Georgian sauce made of

nuts — made by
Tamta and Aleko.
After the duties
Dato led us to a
rope bridge. While
everybody had the
chance to walk
over this waggely
bridge, reporters of
Ochopintre News
took pictures of
everybody (see top
of each page).

In  the evening
Pavo prepared
everybody for the
next day's hike.
First they got a pen
at their bottom,
which they had to

walk

the

put into a bottle on the
ground. Then they had to
like a duck
strengthen their muscles,
sing a song and in the end
they got

list

packing the backpack,
what we did afterwards.
Altogether, it was a day
where a lot of knowledge
was taught and sun had
been shining a lot.

Rumour of the day
Favourite game: to watct
only?

Pavo’s favourite game
the one where youave tc
put a pen that is attachec
your back, inside a bot
standing on the ground.

Mysteriously, he has ne\

been seen
himself...

playing




Weather:.very
sunny, very hot.

Giga Omanadze

21 years
Rustavi

Participant B2
Leader (15 years old)

Christoph Seitz / Polo
24 years

Goldach CH

Reporter

CCP member

Saturday, 9.8.2003
Adventurous hike

Scouts experienced the
Georgian jungle guided
by Levani and Gigi. They
spent the night away
from the campsite and
any comfort.

For breakfast we had a lot
of macaroni con

formaggio. Then finally we

all were ready and we left
for the hike at 12.30. There
were backpacks in all
variations and colours.
Levani led us right into the
jungle. He always had to
cut out a way so that we
could pass and, bad luck
for him, he lost his jungle

knife. Altogether the way

up was very steep, very hot

and very slow. It was a
stop and go strategy!
Despite of this almost
everybody liked it. Indiana
Jones would have been a

peanut compared to
Levani’'s and Gigi's
rope handling. In
very steep passages
they helped several
people. During our
way up water got a
scarce source.
After a three hours
hike we got to a flat
prairie with a lot of
different  flowers,
grasses and also low
pine trees. On this
prairie we ate for
lunch what we had
been carrying with
us, as there were
bread, eggs and
cookies. With a bit of
patience we could also
refill our bottles!

Savage pigs paths?

The way down was ma
by savage pigs. TI
guestions occurred: Sho!
we better have hiked doy
on four hands? Or did \
already mutate to pigs
least the smell)?

Maximum 14 degrees!
After a long hike (seve
hours with breaks)some
people enjoyed a bath
the icy creek. It was to
that Georgians feared |
coldness more than i
Swiss who were ewv
washing their hair!

Snakes in the fire!

Later at Saturday’s nig
there were snakike
things seen in the campfi
Concerned pmple had t
take a second loc
Looking a closer we
worth it to figure out that
was only dough wour
around a stick and held

10



Saturday, 9.8.2003

Gigi Sulashvili / Furmia

25 years
Thilisi

Camp leader; Training
committee headleader;
Head of CCP Georgia

Guchico Batselashvili
10 years

Thilisi

Participant B1

The way down was again
very steep. Because of
loose rocks we walked
down in small groups and

that meant again: wait, go
and stop. During that we
lost two sleeping bags
though one of it was found
again.  Several scouts
needed help, however even

Salome came down. We
arrived at the campsite, for
this night, at around seven
o'clock. Some of us then

enjoyed a (rather cold)
bath in the nearby creek.

For supper we had
sausages, sour apples,
potatoes, bread, cheese,

eggs, coffee or tea and

snake bread (a scout
speciality). All these things
and also one tent and six
canvases were brought by
some leaders from the
usual camp which was
about a half an hour away.
Although it was a big tent
it was quite overfilled with
teens, whereas the rest
could either sleep in the
canvases tent or outside.
Luckily it didn't start
raining!

over the fire to bake it.

Rumour of the day
Extraordinary hunting
According to our informe
the stop and go strate
was mainly due to Leval
fighting bears. That al:
explains why the sto
became longer after he |

his knife. From then on |
had to fight them with h
nail clipper.

11



Weather Hazy
morning, extremely
hot afternoon.

Giorgi Kumsiashvili

19 years
Thilisi

Participant B2
Will soon be leader

Annina Schneider / Quick
25 years

Bern CH

Reporter

Training course leader

Sunday, 10.8.2003
Midcamp day

A relaxing day finished
the hike. In the evening
the participants made
puppets representing
their leaders.

In the morning there were
voices to be heard very
early already - not
everybody had found a
comfortable place to sleep.
Other people however,
among them some of the
reporters who had slept
under a canvas tent, slept
so long that they missed
breakfast. Fortunately, we
all stayed the whole
morning in that place and
there was spaghetti as a
second breakfast. Everyone

had the morning at his or
her disposal, and people
were seen talking, playing

cards, taking a bath or even
sleeping. Three  Swiss
reporters were reported to
build a dam in the icy

creek. Nobody seemed to
be bored, and there was no
need to hurry, as we were
only a 45 minutes walk

away from the camp.

But then it was time to

leave. Before leaving

everybody had to put his
backpack to one place.
Now we all gathered to

clean the place and leave it
as if nobody had ever been
there. Then we left for the

campsite.

The day went on like it had

begun, so that only in the

early evening everybody
got together again. Now
creativity was wanted. In

groups of three, the
participants had to create
puppets of the

leaders. They could use
paper, plastilin, scotch and
all they could find in
nature. The presentation of
the puppets took place
after dinner at the
campfire. As visible on the

Participant hurt

It never rains but it pas:
Achiko, a B1 participant,
being pursued by bad lut
first his sleeping bag ¢
lost (see yesterdays pap
then he cut himself with
freshly offered knife ar
on top of that, he hurt |
shoulder badly late

night. But there’s nothing
little computer game cal
help!

Steep sleeping position
Swiss people seem to

more used to alpil
sleeping places th
Georgians. While the

slept comfortably on tt

pictures the participants
presented very funny
puppets, which  were
steep ground, Gior

slipped halfway out of tt
tent. No wonder he got
so early...

Ticks reported

Several people ha
already found ticks ¢
themselves. These inse
are becoming a real plag

12



Sunday, 10.8.2003

Giorgi Minadze

16 years
Thilisi

Participant B2
Leader (15 —16 years old)

extremely close to the
originals.

Midcamp day has its own
characteristics, and this
was a typical one: We all
were tired and needed rest,
and there were some
tensions to be felt within
the leader team. But as our
interview below shows, the
participants give a very
positive echo and enjoy the
camp very much.

llia Dzidziguri and Archil
Valishvili, twelve and
thirteen years old, both
from Thbilisi, sacrificed
some of their precious time
to Ochopintre news to
answer a few questions.
Asked about their
expectations for the camp,
both boys mention that
they wanted to be with nice
people and sleep in the
sleeping bag, “under the

full moon”, as one of them
said. They both feel very
well at the moment. Archil
enjoys the independence of
doing  everything by
himself, while llia tries to
spend time with everybody
and tries to get to know the
Swiss reporters. As to the
programme, both boys say
liking it wvery much,
especially the hike and the
many games they can play.
Asked about things they
liked less, both fell silent at
first. Then, Archil said that
it is tiring to get water — it
has to be carried by hand
from quite a distance — and
that he finds the breakfast
time’'s too early, because
he doesn’t feel hungry this
early. Neither Archil nor
llia have the slightest wish
to go home. llia even
proposes to make their

parents come here, and
Archil agrees immediately.
The last question was
about their future in the
scout movement. Both llia
and Archil want to become
leaders and have their own
group. Archil wants all

children to come to scout
camps and he wants that all
scouts make an effort to
keep the forests clean.
Ochopintre News thanks
the two scouts for their
statements and wants to
give the last word to

Archil: “We sehr like das

camp!”

since they can transr
diseases, everyone is as
to check his skin and rep
any tick attack.

Rumour of the day

Flirt fever

While symptoms b&cam
more and more obviot
the rumour spread quicl

that we have an epider
going around in the can
Flirt fever. Summer he
and free time helped
spread this desease, wt
causes infected people
hug whoever is withi
reach.

13



Weather Very hot
and nice. Evening
cloudy but dry.

Goga Maskharashvili

25 years
Thilisi

Material responsible
Leader (11 — 14 years old)

Salome Mindiashvili
9 years

Kvareli

Participant B1

Monday, 11.8.2002
(Un)punctual like
Swiss watches...

Activities from A to Z
marked this day, be it by

answering guestions
about Switzerland,
discussing leadership,

catching rain, betting in
the casino, or shopping at
the Swiss bar.

As it is well known, this
camp is the fruit of the
efforts of the Caucasus
Cooperation  Project, a
project in which Georgian
and Swiss scouts are
sharing their experience.
Like this, Swiss and
Georgians learn many
things (like new words,

games, songs, and food)
from each other.

This day was marked by
punctualitya la suisseThe
programme was realised
exactly according to the

planned schedule (see box

below). While B1 was
busy with playing a game,
B2 had a  serious
discussion  about the
difficulties of being a
leader. This was indeed a
topic, which was in
everybody’'s head, since
the participants of B2 were
about to start their being a
leader. With all the
necessary information and
knowledge about how to
plan activities, they
“lumped into the cold
water”. They realised their

own short activities with
the children of B1.

During an afternoon of
great fun, the members of
the B1 group, as well as
some interested leaders,

General Daily Schedule

8.00 Wake up time

8.30 Breakfast

9.00 Duties

10.00 First bloc

11.30 Break

12.00 Second bloc

13.00 Lunch, then duties
15.00 Swiss games
15.30 Third bloc

17.15 Break

17.30 Group time

18.00 Dinner, then duties
20.00 Evening programme
21.30 Butterbre

Bobak arrived

Despite his job and ever
he had to leave his cat
home, Bobak came all t
way from Batumi to vis
us in Racha. We enjoy |
presence very  muc
especially  the 140
friendship he broug
along.

Lucky Vano!

Vano came with his thr
flags, he won during tl
first game, in the casir
He then put one of F
flags on “Rose 8". An
promptly won 36 flags. F
then went straight to t
Swiss bar and bought
wonderful  blue  Swiss

knife.

Swiss evening for every-
body

The Swiss evening w
open for everybody
including the people froi
the nearby villageSo ther
were several children frc
the village participating

14



Monday, 11.8.20C

Bettina Gross /
Golondrika

24 years

Isenthal CH

Reporter

Leader of handicapped

Sandro Utmelidze
21 years

Thilisi

Assistant leader B1

had the chance to improve
their skills in  running

through the camp tied
together two and two, and
of catching the rain out of
a splendid blue sky — or
better: out of a plastic
bottle.

These activities prepared

them well for what was
going to follow in the
evening. Punctually at
eight o’clock, the Swiss
evening was declared
open. First of all, the
evening was introduced by
a Polonaise (as everybody
knows, a polonaise is when

Polo is in the front). Then,

the participants had the
opportunity to earn money
in a Swiss-Quiz, which

treated a wide range of
questions. Even the
smallest participants in the
quiz had a chance to help
their group to win — for

example in drawing the
biggest animal existing in
Switzerland. However, the
lecture of Professor Poloni
shed light on real

Switzerland, which can be
boiled down to mainly

three features: red flowers,
flags and banks.

These three things gained
greater importance in the
second half of the evening,
when the participants could
try their luck in the camp

casino and bet with their
newly acquired flags-

money. The money could

and their parents we
watching them.  Swit
reporters hope to ka
given a good idea of wr
Switzerland is like.

Rumour of the day

Swiss aren’t bad dancers
After cleaning up tfF
Swiss evening there wa:

welcome party for Boba
A member of th
Ochopintre reporter tee
seems to have showed

Georgians how well Swis
people can dance. Sw
dancing must be ve
exhausting; therefore y
have a very bad heada
the next morning!
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Monday, 11.8.20C

Guri Koiava

14 years
Thilisi

Participant B1
Member of Tiko’s group

then be spent in the Swiss
bar, where different Swiss
specialities, like  the
Ovomaltine drink or the
real “L&ckerli” biscuits.
The luck of the players in

the casino varied greatly,
and so did the taste of the
clients in the bar. Vano
won great money right in
the beginning of the game,
and immediately bought a

small Swiss knife. One
local young man bought 66
toffees at once. Some tried
it with “nisia” (without
success, though), and in
the end of the evening, the
clients even bargained the
plates and the tablecloths!
The evening was closed
with great (Swiss)
unpunctuality, with a great
atmosphere, and with the
Swiss national anthem at
the camp fire.

Long live the Swiss -
Georgian cooperation with
its exact punctualities and
its wonderfully sponta-
neous and creative
unpunctualities!
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Weather: First
cloudy, then sunr
and hot. Full moon.

llia Dzidziguri Tamta Djandieri
12 years 30 years
Thilisi Thilisi
Participant B1 Cook
Member of Tiko’s group

Tuesday, 12.8.2002

Leaders do duties well and in the end, you Interview

The Swiss reporters were
absent this day, so they
engaged a special
reporter — Lika — for

today’s report. Here is
her text:

The morning was not an
ordinary one. There were
only participants at brunch

because the leaders were at

the meeting. The day
began quite differently.
The leaders and B1 and B2
groups changed their
missions. After brunch, all
leaders were told about
their duties. They had to
wash dishes, bring water,
clean the lavatory and etc.
They did their duties quite

could see Keti

Batsankalashvili with toilet

paper around her body. In
the afternoon, B1 began
preparing a performance
which will take place

tomorrow and B2 had a
discussion about: “if the
three boys [which had left
in the morning] should

leave the camp or not.”
There were two groups:
left side and right side.
There were very interesting
arguments, and the judges
(Keti and Bobak) decided
that they had not to go
away from the camp.

There were also many
games, fun and punctuality
from the participants in the
camp.

Our reporter made an
interview with the “two
Ketis” about the Ocho-
pintre camp in general.

How do you like the
camplife?

Keti Javakhishvili: | like

the camp life a lot and
living in tents is nothing

new for me. What | didn’t

experience before was this
kind of programme and the
contents of the leader
course blocs.

Keti Jajanashvili: Also for
me, living and sleeping in
tents wasn’'t completely
new. I'm enjoying the

Highlight

Gaga, whose fingers da
been badly injured, and |
two friends Giga and Le:
left the camp this mornin
But not all of ther
definitely left: Only a fev
hours later Giga was ag;
in the camp, warm
greeted by happy leaders!

Upside-down world

Today, the participar
took overand managed t
morning programme. Aft

Breakfast, they we
reported to declare t
duties.  Naturally, tr

leaders had to clean 1
dishes and get water.
seemingly took the leads

- who are lackin
experience —the whol
morning to do these dutit
Nevertheless, tt
participants enjoyed the
training for further scol
life.
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Tuesday, 12.8.2003

Keti Javakhishvili

16 years
Thilisi

Participant B2
Scout since this camp

camp very much and we
have good relationships
with each other.

Do you feel ready for your
future leadership of a scout
group?

Keti Javakhishvili: I
learned a lot in this course

about being a leader and |

think | know what is
necessary

scout activity.

Keti Jajanashvili: We also
learned a lot about
responsibility and could
experience the feeling of
being responsible.

Keti Javakhishvili:

Through the duties we had
to do, we could also
experience the
responsibility towards the

to prepare a

community.

Did you get ideas what you
could plan for a scout
group?

Keti Javakhishvili: | do not
have ideas, that already
specific ones but principles
how I'd like the
relationship in a group and
between leaders and
children.

Keti Jajanashvili:  Very
helpful for planning an
activity are the five
relations that should be
equally fulfilled in
scouting. | will use them as
principles for activities.

Are you planning to be a
leader of a scout group?

Both: Yes, the sooner the

better, we would like to
lead a second branch group
together.
Would you like to add
anything?

Both: Yes, we would like
to thank the leader team for
this camp and for all the
preparation that was
needed. We're really
happy to be here!

Rumour of the day
Intentional failure?

It has become a da
tradition that Goga
repairing the generat
Nevertheless, it nev
works longer than some
minutes. Someobserver
claim that Goga
intentionally repairing tr

generator in a way that

needs reparation age
Two reasons a
mentioned: first, Go¢

seems to love that kind
work, second, as soon
the generator works, lo
“Goga, Goga, Goga’
cheerings sand all ove
the campsite...

Indirect praise

Rumours about the hi
quality and the goc
atmosphere of the Rac
Summer Camp have spre
until Switzerland: from th
children to their paren:
from there to Mzia, 1
Tiko, to Shalom, and ba
to Quick in Racha!
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Weather Nice and
hot.

Keti Jajanashvili

17 years
Thilisi

Participant B2

Bolota Aliashvili
4 years (today !)
Thilisi

Almost scout

Wednesday, 13.8.2003
Closing ceremony

A real camp needs a real
closing ceremony. The
one we could participate
in here certainly was a
highlight of the camp!

Wednesday began late and
ended late. It was a special
day because everybody had
to get ready for the closing
ceremony, the last big
highlight of the camp. In

the morning already, the
B1 group was very very

busy. The children wanted
to surprise their leaders
and the people from the
village. Hidden in the

forest, they discussed the
presentations they intended
to give during the closing

ceremony. The journalists
from Ochonpintre News
were not able to find out
what they were planning,
because everything was
kept secret. The only thing
they heard was Iloud
laughter all the time.

The scouts from the B2
group were very busy too.
They prepared an activity

for the B1 group. Still

before lunch (there was no
hurry at all), Pavo

organised the first Racha
Olympics in history. He let

the Bl scouts run with
spoons and eggs in their
mouths, jump in bags all
across the campsite, milk a
red Racha cow and so on.
For all these efforts clever
Pavo gave them money for
the camp’s kiosk (which in

fact never became reality!).
In the afternoon, the Bl
group had to work hard
again. During the blocs
prepared by B2 members,
the first had to build a

palace. It is still unclear if

the end product was a
palace or not, but in any
case it was a high building!

Safe return to Batumi

Bobak and his frier
Amiko, who arrived o
Sunday, had to leave
this morning in order to ¢
back to office work. Als
Achiko from Batumi lef
the camp for the sar
reason. We feel with the
poor guys who had

change an adventurc
scout life with tiring offic
work.

Water attack

Before lunch five gangste
armed with water pistc
attacked the scol
peacefully sitting at tf
table. The scouts we
brave and fought till tr
end: The end was when
five Swiss found them
selves completely wet.
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Wednesday, 13.8.2003

Keti Batsankalashvili

22 years
Thilisi
Leader B2

After that the children had
to think about their duty to
god. They formed angels
and hearts from stones. For
their nice works of art all
of them got small wooden
crosses. However the
highlight of the day was
stil to come. In the
evening, many people from
the village (Pavo would
say: thousands) gathered
on the campsite and sat
down in front of the newly
built Racha Ochopintre
theatre. The closing
ceremony was worth the
long way the day had
walked: The B1 people had
prepared a wonderful,
exciting programme. They
enacted sketches about
Ochopintre and the leaders
and they sang and danced.
They made the audience
laugh many many times

with their funny jokes

about Generator — Goga,
chief — Gigi, Sasemanga —
Katanga and Ocho — Pavo.
The Swiss delegation
challenged the audience
with a Swiss song and
asked them to copy their
tiring movements. They

also gave a present to the
Georgian scouts. All in all,

it was a great closing

ceremony, mostly thanks
to B1 group’s wonderful

presentations.

With this ceremony the

regular part of the camp
came to an end. The scouts
however were still

laughing and dancing as if
they never wanted to go
home. Meanwhile the

leaders had made a huge
campfire. The village

people had brought corn
and wine (for the leaders)

and some of them sat
together with the scout
group until very late.

Bolota’s birthday

Our youngest almost sct
member in this can
(Gigi's nephew) celebrat
his fourth birthday toda
We wish Bolota all the best!

Village people take over
Tomorrow, the camp will
come to an end, a thing that

most participants deplore.
But in case some children
wanted to stay, there is no
problem: the village peor
offered to look after the
children!

Rumour of the day
Home sweet home
If these days you &

looking for Datoyou will
be on a good way starti
on the toilets. Someho
he must find rest there.
we weren’t near the end
the camp we would expe
him to plant some flowe
there and pin up a few ni
pictures..
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Weather Cloudy
but hot. Sunny but
cool evening.

Lela Khutsidze

18 years
Batumi

Participant B2
Leader (8-12 years old)

Tatia Karkashadze

13 years

Thilisi

Participant B1

Member of Tiko’s group

Thursday, 14.8.2003

See you soon -
next year in Racha
again!

After a short last night,

the Racha camp 2003
took an end, and it was
time for the farewell.

Despite the fact that the
night had been short, and
most of the participants
and leaders were in need of
matches to keep their eyes
open, a hard piece of work
awaited them. The whole
camp had to be put down,
the campsite had to be
cleaned, and the bags
prepared. The fatigue of
the participants and leaders
was a bit of a handicap,

which affected the speed
with which the things were
done. Nevertheless, shortly
before six o’clock, the two
minibuses were ready for
departure. Now, the
moment had come to say
goodbye. It was a tough

moment, since all the
leaders, participants and
reporters  had  grown
together like one big

family of scouts. In the ten
days of the camp, they had
learned many things from
each other, had shared their
food and sleeping places
with each other, and had a
unique, splendid, wonder-
full,  happy, exciting,
extraordinary, instructive,
interesting time. Therefore,
the farewell took place in a

mixed atmosphere: with
one eye laughing and the
other crying, the people
said goodbye. And all the
hearts were full of the
wish, that the farewell
would not be definitive.
Instead of goodbye, they
wanted to say: See you
soon — next year in Racha
again!

This is the story of the
Racha camp. A camp as it
has never taken place in
Georgia before!

Reconquest

The deconstruction wo
having shortly begun, tl
cows and pigs of the ai
happily took possession
the campsite again.

Help from the village
Given the fatigue of mai
scouts after the short nig

the energetic help of t
population of Saketsia w
welcomed as gift frol
heaven. As remuneratic
the village has now tv
new football goals.

Racha’s taste
According to th
surrounding region, tl

camp participants turn
into real Rachvelians -l
least in what concer
food. In speed, howewv
they overtrumped the loc
population many times:
no more than ten minut
25 lobiani disappeared
the stomachs of the hun
scouts!
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Thursday, 14.8.2003

Levan Kanashvili

23 years
Thilisi
Leader B2

Interview

Our reporter made a last

minute interview with
Gigi  Sulashvili, main
leader of the Racha

Summer Camp 2003

What is your general
impression of the Racha
Summer Camp?

It was the best camp since
1994, i.e. the beginning of
Scouting, in Georgia. | am
assured once again that it
was the best thing that we,
the leader team, could do
for potential leaders and
scouts of the age from 8 to
15 years. The main

impression is that there is a
potential for scouting in

Georgia in the area of
hands-on workers, as well

as for conceptual work.

How was the idea of such a
camp born?

The idea of such a camp
was born after the World
Moot in Sweden in 1996.
More specifically, the idea
of this camp was
developed after the training
course in Iffigenalp
(Switzerland), carried out

by the Caucasus
Cooperation Project.
There, we realized that

such a camp was really
necessary in order to
multiply the knowledge we
got there.

What were the planning
steps of this camp?

During the training course
in Iffigenalp (Switzerland)

2002, we started to plan
activities for a workshop in
Thilisi. Involved were Tiko
Koiava, Tamuna Shuka-
kidze, Vakho Lomidze,
Goderzi Megreladze,
Archil and Lela Khutsidze,
and Ramazi Shavadze. We
tried to find ways to realise
our knowledge in practice.
However, it was the first
step of our dream. The
second step took place in
November 2002 in Thilisi.
There, we developed the
concept, and introduced
the ideas to the national
organisation of the scout
movement. In April 2003,
the members of CCP
intensively worked on
methodology and planning
in a six day applied
training course in Racha.
Finally, the  concrete
preparation of the camp

Last minute news

One day after the car
finished, the unexpect
happened: Achiko
sleeping bag was fou
again. Many thanks go
Gigi, Goga, and Amirar
who made the effort al
went back the hiking rout

Rumour of the day
Departure time

The main rumour of tay
was that departure wot
not be at three o’clock, &
at six o’clock. Reality he
shown, however, that tt
was not a rumour, but he
truth...
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Thursday, 14.8.2003

took place from May to

July 2003.

For me personally, a short
stay in Yalta (at the Exel

Scout 2003), as well as a
visit to a Swiss camp in

June were very useful.
There, 1 got different

examples of training and
camps, which allowed me
to refine my ideas about
the Racha Summer Camp.

The Caucasus Cooperation
Project Switzerland was
very instrumental in

supporting our idea. On the
one hand, they organised
the training course in

spring, which gave us the
opportunity to start

planning the camp and
exchange fundamental
ideas. On the other hand,
they financed the major
part of the project.

What significance has this
camp for the development
of the Georgian Scouts in
the future?

First, the camp gave a
group of motivated
children the experience of
a real scout camp. Second,
it prepared a group of
young adults for their role
of leaders. Together, these
two things constitute a firm
base for the further
development of the
Georgian Scouts in the
future. From now on, these
people have the knowledge
to continue on the right
path, i.e. to be real scouts.

What are the next steps of
the Caucasus Cooperation
Project?

For sure, we would like to

organise a camp next year,
in which we will make
improvements on the basis
of the experience of this
camp. But before, we want
to develop a concept for
leader training, and start to
create a structure of first
branch groups (smaller
children). For this, a wide
format meeting of CCP
will be necessary.

Do you have any further
remarks?

| would like to express my
deepest gratefulness to all
the leaders and all
participants for their great
motivation and

enthusiasm, with which
they did a great job in
realising the Racha
Summer Camp 2003!
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